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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) In a fence brace assembly having A fence brace assembly 

CL „ 

O oompnamg : 

yj at least one substantially hollow post, comprising at least-one a stabilizing surface and 

gQ at l e ast on e a securing surface , said stabilizing surface and said securing surface being 

j substantially opposite each other and having an inner surface and an outer surface: 



at least one member, comprising at least one tab; 

wherein said stabilizing surface comprises at least one opening, and said securing 
surface comprises at least one tab-slot; 

wherein said member passes through said opening in the stabilizing surface; 

wherein said tab e ngages enters said tab slots in said securing surface; 

wh e r e in said tab is e ngag e d - with said tab slot so aa to prevent di se ngagem e nt of said 
tflb-iroro said tab - slot . 

wherein the improvement comprises: 

said tab having a notch: 

said tab-slot shaped to engage said tab when said member is rotated to engage the tab 
with the tab-slot; and 

said mem ber having a tab end consisting of at least one tab and a recessed non-tab 

surface; 

said rec essed non-tab surface shaped to come into substantially continuous flush 
contact with the inner surface of said securing surface when the tab is engaged via 
rotati on of the member to engage the tab with the tab-slot via the notch . 
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2. (Currently Amended) The fence brace assembly of claim I, wherein said stabilizing 
sa rfae e and s aid securing s urfac e ar e both in the outer aurfoco of said post, said opening 
is located directly opposite to at least one tab-slot, so that when the tab is engaged with 
the tab-slot, the longitudinal axis of the member is oriented at an angle of about 90° 
relative to said stabilizing surface. 

3. (Currently Amended) The fence brace assembly of claim 1, farther comprising: 

at least one angle brace foot post; and 
at l e a s t - one angle brac e member. 

wherein said opening is not directly opposite, but offset from at least one tab-slot, so 
that the longitudinal axis of the member is oriented at a non-90° angle relative to said 
stabilizing surface. 

4. (Original) The fence brace assembly of claim 1 „ wherein said post is comprised of metal 

tubing. 

5. (Original) The fence brace assembly of claim 1, wherein said member is comprised of 

metal tubing. 

6. (Original) The fence brace assembly of claim 1, wherein said opening corresponds in 

shape and size to said member. 

7. (Original) The fence brace assembly of claim 1, wherein said member passes snugly 

through said opening. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Original) Hie fence brace assembly of claim 1, wherein the size and shape of said tab- 
slots corresponds to said tabs. 
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11. (Canceled) 

12. (Original) The fence brace assembly of claim 1, further comprising at least one recess in 
the securing surface capable of receiving a bent tab. 

13. (Original) The fence brace assembly of claim 1, produced by a process wherein said 
opening is cut by laser. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method for assembling a fence brace assembly, having the step s 
ofi A method for assombling a fenc e brao a a a a o mbly, comprising : 

providing at least one substantially hollow post, comprising at least one a stabilizing 
surface and at least one a securing surfac e, said stabilizing surface and said securing 
surface being substa ntially opposite each other and having an inner surface and an 
outer surface ; 

providing at least one member, comprising at least one tab end, said tab end having at 
least one tab and a recessed non-tab surface : 

wherein said stabilizing surface comprises at least one opening, and said securing 
surface comprises at least one tab-slot; 

passing said member through said opening; 

pa ssi ng s aid tab into said tab slot; and 

engaging tho tab to tho tab - slot to prevent dis eng agement, provided tho engaging is 
not accomplished by welding. 

wherein the improvement comprises: 

providing a notch in said tab; 
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providing a tab-slot being shaped to engage said notched tab when said member is 
rotated to engage the tab with the tab-slot; 

providing a shaped non-tab surface of the member, shaped to come into substantially 
continuous flush contact with the inner surface of said securing surface when said tab 
is engaged via rotation of the member to engage the tab with the tab-slot via the 
notch; 

passing said at least one notched tab into said tab-slot; 
and rotating said member to: 

i) engage said notched tab with said tab-slot: and 

ii) to position the recessed non-tab surface of said member into substantially 
continuous fl ush contact with the inner surface of said securing surface. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method for assembling a fence brace assembly of claim 14, 
wherein said t ab engag e s in its corr e sponding tab - slot with o ut requiring welding or 
additional fast e ning, opening is located directly opposite to at least one tab-slot, so that 
when the member is rotated into the engaged position, said at least one tab is engaged 
with said at least one t ab-slot, such that the longitudinal axis of the member is oriented 
at an angle of about 90° relative to said stabilizing surface, 

16. (CuiTently Amended) The method for assembling a fence brace assembly of claim 14, 
wherein the tab is e ngaged - w it h - th e tab alot in a mann e r oolootcd from the group 
a s s i s ting of bonding, orimping, gluing, pinning, s crewing, twisting, bolting, and - via 
rotating a notch in the te br opening is not directly opposite said tab slots, but is offset 
from at least one tab-slot so that when t he member is rotated into the engaged position, 
the longitudinal axis of the member is oriented at a non-90 Q angle relative to said 
stabilising surface. 
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17. (Currently Amended) The method for assembling a fence brace assembly of claim 14, 
ftuth e r oompri si ng pa s s in g paid memb e r through said opening at an angle whoroin the 
i ongitudinal axia of the member is at approximat e ly a 90 p angle to the stabilizing 
Stiffeefrr having the additional step of seali ng the area of substantial c ontact between th* 
non-tab surface of the mem ber and the inner surface of the p ost is sealed 

18. (Currently Amended) The method for assembling a fence brace assembly of claim 44? 
further oomprising passing s aid member through oaid opening at an angle whoroin tho 
l o ngitudinal axis of the member is at a non 90° angl e to the s tabilizing surface. 17, 
wherein the sealing is do ne using a silicon sealer. 

19. (Original) The method for assembling a fence brace assembly of claim 14, further 
comprising bending said tab over an edge of said tab-slot into a recess in said securing 
surface, such that said tab is flush with said securing surface. 

20. (Currently Amended) A kit for assembling a fence brace assembly having component 
parts capable of being assembled, the kit comprising: 

at least one post, capable of being joined to at least one member; 

at least one member, capable of being joined to the post; 

said post comprising: 

at least ono stab i lizing ourfac e , compriaing at least one opening; an d 

at least one socuring surface, comprising at leant one tab slot; 

i),a stabilizing surface and a securin g surface, said stabilizing su rface and said 
s ecuring surface being substantially opposite e a ch other and having an inner a»rfar« 
and an outer surface; 

n) at least one tab-slot in said securing surface, said tab-slot cap able of 
accepting and engaging a notched tab hy the via rotation of the tab: 
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said member comprising; 
at least one tab; 

wherein said member is oapabl e of p e n e trating said opening in sold stabilizing surface 
of said post; and 

whoroin said tab on said m e mb e r is capa b le of ongoging the tab olot in said securing 
s urfac e of said- post to prevent dis e ngagement; and 

wh e reby said member may bo joined to said po s t: 

iii) at least one tab end consisting of at least one tab and a recessed non-tab 
surface. 

iv) at least one tab being notched and thereby being capable of engaging with 
the tab-slot wh en said member is rotated: 

v) said recesse d non-tab surface shaped to be capable of coming into 
substantially continuous flush contact with the inner surface of said securing surface 
when said tab is engaged via rotation of the member to engage the tab with the tab- 
slot: and 

said member and s aid post being capable of being joined by inserting said tab end of 
said member into said openi ng in said stabilizing surface of said post and rotating said 
member to engage the not ched tab in the tab slot, and therefore being capable of 
forming a substantially continuous flush contact between the non-tab surface of the 
tab end of the member and the inner surface of said securing surface when said 
member is joined to said p ost. 

(Currently Amended) The kit for assembling a fence brace assembly of claim 20, 
wherein said oponktg in said poat oorresponda in shap e and oizo to said member, said 
opening is located directly opposite to at least one tab-slot, so that said member is 
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capable of being rota ted into the engaged position with said post, such that when the 
post and the member are joined, the longitudinal axis of the member is oriented at an 
angle of about 90° relati ve to said stabilizing surface. 

22. (Currently Amended) The kit for assembling a fence brace assembly of claim 20, 
wherein said tab slot in arid post corresponds in shape and s ize to said ta br opening is 
not directly opposite said t ab slots, but is offset from at least one tab-slot, so that said 
member is capable of being rotated int o the engaged position with said post, such that 
when the post and the member are joined, the longitudinal axis of the member is 
oriented at a n on-90° angle relative to said stabilizing surface. 

23. (Currently Amended) The kit for assembling a fence brace assembly of claim 20, 
wherein th e tab is engagod with the tab slot in a manner s e lected from tho group 
consisting of bonding, crimping, gluing, welding, pinning , o orcwing, twisting, bolting, 
and via rotating a notoh in tho tab. the area of substantial contact between the non-tab 
surface of th e member and the inner surface of the post is capable of being sealed. 

24. (Currently Amended) The fence brace assembly of claim 1, wherein tho tab is not 
e ngaged with tho tob - alo t- by q w e ld, the sealer is a silicon sealer. 

25. (Canceled) 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Canceled) 
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